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One of the controversial issues offered in the Module 4 lecture is allowing of suicide that is physician-assisted. Two theorists that will help analyze this issue and disagree with each other are St. Thomas Aquinas and Immanuel Kant. To begin with, St. Thomas Aquinas’ opinion on this controversial issue would be very clear from his natural law theory in that human beings have the ability in reasoning, wondering, and making rational decisions. Besides, St. Thomas Aquinas’ opinion would also be that human beings can utilize judgment into choosing between good and evil. Making rational decisions involves a multi-process to make choices based on different alternatives. “The definition of physician-assisted suicide may be an act by a physician in response to a request by a patient who is competent and terminally ill into providing the medical means for the patient to commit suicide.” (Orfali, 2011) According to Aquinas’ natural law theory, mentally competent people who are suffering and when it comes to long-term survival they have no chance should use their ability in reasoning, wondering, and making rational decisions. They can use their judgment to choose good and evil by understanding that the moral duties of physicians should be to relieve the suffering of people. Humans should make rational decisions to eliminate any more suffering since death is the only way to do it as they are terminally ill and this is in accordance with the natural law theory.
           On the other hand, the opinion of Immanuel Kant from this controversial issue would be that human beings have a duty to base their actions on good intentions toward others according to deontology theory. Kant’s opinion is that physician-assisted suicide is not based on good intentions toward others. For instance, the family members of a physician-assisted death patient will be left in humiliations and the intentions of the patient will not be perceived as good. In addition, physicians will be seen as having no value in life and their actions in physician-assisted death patients will not have been based on good intentions toward others.   
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